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Yonah Schiller is the Chief Research and Development Officer
at the Jim Joseph Foundation. Yonah oversees the
Foundation’s R&D Strategy to stimulate and foster
experimentation and exploration in Jewish education and
expression. Our ability to sustain and thrive into the future as
a Jewish community will depend upon our ability to be in step
with, and anticipate, where we are going as part of a larger
society and community. Through the R&D strategy at the
Foundation, it will be critical to pursue new ideas and creative
partnerships to best plan and envision for the future, today.
Formerly, Yonah was the Executive Director at Tulane Hillel.
Under his leadership, he oversaw a process for organizational
re-imagining and change at Tulane. He scaled these efforts across the Hillel field by founding and
serving as the Senior Project Advisor to the Organizational Design Lab (ODL); a national initiative utilizing
Design Thinking methodology focused on organizational change and transformation for Hillels on 22
campuses across the United States and Canada.
In 2017, Yonah was named one of the 50 most influential American Jews by Forward magazine for
having “revolutionized Jewish outreach using a model that is being examined and replicated across the
nation.” He received the Edgar M. Bronfman Award, a distinction presented to a current or former
professional whose impact on the National Hillel movement is outstanding and lasting.
Yonah has also served as Special Projects Consultant at the Taylor Center for Social Innovation and
Design Thinking at Tulane. He was an adjunct lecturer at Tulane in various areas; Ecumenical spirituality,
Jewish Civilization and Mysticism. Schiller also has been a consultant to a number of local and national
organizations and projects for leadership development, community building, strategy and organizational
visioning, impact and change management.
A Brown University graduate, he received his rabbinic degree in Israel and an MBA from Tulane
University. Yonah is also a visual artist focused on abstract mixed media work.

